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PROVIDING THE OPPORTUNITY OF A BRIGHTER FUTURE
              E-Newsletter Issue 5: July 2009
The last three months have flown by and I can’t believe that the kids have been back at school for two months already! The Songkran holiday period was as busy as we’d thought it was going to be, our front gate resembling more a revolving door with new faces coming in and, unfortunately, a few more than we’d anticipated going the other way. Things have settled down since then and we now have 21 children in the custody of the Foundation, 9 boys and 12 girls. Our average age has dropped considerably compared to this time last year when we began the term with 28 children, and the balance has shifted significantly in favour of girls over boys. This group is probably the best we’ve had in terms of everyone getting on with one another, although with so

many younger kids here now, the fewer older children have their work cut out making sure that everyone pitches in and that all the chores get done but it’s working.
All the kids have school scholarship sponsors this year and many thanks to all who put their hand in their pocket once again, especially Chandra Hickox down at Mermaid Offshore Services in Chonburi, who rallied round all the offshore guys on our behalf. Hopefully, we won’t have anyone coming along and taking their kids home mid-term this year! We were also fortunate to be the beneficiaries of a donation of 100,000 baht from Chiang Mai Charity Calendar in May, which is to be used for educational purposes, including extra-curricular activities and vocational training. Classes that we are planning to start soon include guitar lessons and tae kwon do. Our two 15 year-olds, Guide and Beer who are both now in Mathayom 3, have yet to decide which course they wish to take at weekends at a local government vocational training establishment in Lamphun that will enable them to earn a qualification should they decide not to continue in full-time education and leave us before completing Mathayom 6. Unfortunately, our efforts to recruit local teachers to provide extra Thai and English classes, which we can now pay for, at weekends have been unsuccessful. They don’t need the money, obviously!
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Beer and the younger kids in the pool, which came into it’s own during the school break.

We have had a number of volunteers over the last couple of months who stayed from anything between three days and a whole month and their assistance was very much appreciated by the kids, not to mention me and Ros, especially over the Songkran
holiday. They kept the kids amused with art and games and helped out when we could get away for the day and it made me realize how fortunate some of the bigger organizations up in Chiang Mai are to have a continuous stream of volunteers throughout the year. As long as we remain small and all are kids are at school or daycare, we don’t really need full-time assistance other than the two main school holiday periods and some weekends. If you would like to volunteer to spend some time with us, or if you know of someone who would and you think may be suitable, please get in touch on 086-3857118 or at g_croston@yahoo.com. We’re particularly interested to hear from people who have the ability to teach the children here English,Thai, maths, art and handicrafts, music and dance, sports and games or even cooking and baking. Tell us what you need in advance and I’ll do my best to get it for you!  Don’t worry about whether your Thai is good enough as you’ll be surprised how quickly most of the children learn even when little or no Thai is used.
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Marc, a volunteer here until he took up his teaching post at a local school, was popular.

We started the holiday period by taking part in the Sawasdee Cup cricket tournament at
The Gymkhana Club in Chiang Mai at the beginning of April. We only had something like 5 weeks to prepare for the event but were fortunate to have the assistance of Martin Papworth and his wife Pui, from the Chiang Mai Schools Cricket Alliance, as well as Chris Dodd, a cricket coach from the UK who was working with them at the time, to coach the kids in the evenings using the sports pitch at a local temple school. The tournament was spread out over two days over the period 2-3 April and we played four matches in all in the Division 2 section of the event. After a fairly heavy defeat in our maiden match, much to our own surprise, and a few other people’s, the team actually won a competitive game at just the second time of asking on the first day, though it was to be our only victory of the tournament. The team subsequently finished third in the group, missing out on a place in the final only on run rate, and all ten players who took part over the two days, Korlid, Ti, Jeng, Saichon, Max, Bye, Frankie, Na, Wanchai and Wassin, were awarded medals and commemorative polo shirts during the prize-giving ceremony for their efforts. We’ll be entering a team later in the year at another Sawasdee Cup event in Chiang Mai some time in November. 
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A group picture after the Sawasdee Cup cricket tournament at the Gymkhana Club. The kids from our Foundation are sat at the front bottom left of the picture, wearing white.
Just before the beginning of term, we were fortunate to host Steve Graham, an English teacher from Rajabhat University in Udon Thani, and his family for a long weekend. They visited us over the New Year when Steve’s parents were over from the UK and Steve promised then to come back and do something for the kids. Steve had prepared an English camp for us and his own two children, Sam and Chelsea, pitched in as well. Everyone had a good time though I’m not sure who was more worn out at the end of it, the kids or Steve! Short, intense courses like this one are valuable tools in getting the kids here to focus on something over a day or two and we hope to host other teachers who specialize in other subjects over the coming months.
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Steve Graham going through the alphabet during his English Camp at the Foundation.

The monthly 500 Club social events have continued to take place with varying degrees of success though the membership has only reached 15 at this stage. The socials include free food and soft drinks for members and first-time attendees and are organized primarily with the children in mind and member’s own children are welcome to join in the fun and games at no extra cost. The original art work done by the children at the Foundation on the calendars and hand-made cards continues to be well received. The next 500 Club BBQ will take place between 2-4pm at the Foundation on Sunday, 26 July and everyone is welcome to join us. As usual now, after tidying up, we’ll drive over to Mae Thip reservoir at 4.30 so that the children can go swimming there for an hour or so. The children here enjoy spending time up there so we have made it a feature of the monthly 500 Club get-togethers and all are welcome to join us up there if you can’t make it for the barbie itself. We’ll continue to host these events on the last Sunday of the month at the Foundation, from 2–4pm, for the rest of the year and re-assess things then.
We also enjoyed a day out at Maesa Elephant Camp in Chiang Mai and lunch at Huay Tung Tao Reservoir in early May thanks to Thailand Freunde e.V. who sponsored the event, as well as a trip earlier this month to the cinema at Airport Plaza in Chiang Mai to see Ice Age 3. Many thanks to Dirk and his committee for their continuing support.
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Some of the children feeding the elephants at Maesa Elephant Camp during our visit.

Ten children from the Foundation submitted entries to the 2010 Chiang Mai Charity Calendar competition and earlier this week we went along to the judging at Prem International School to see all this year’s entries on display. All the effort and hard work paid off for Guide, whose painting was selected among the 14 that the organization will use for next year’s calendar, and we’re all very proud that he managed to be selected at the first attempt. We have agreed to help Ramlah and her team at Chiang Mai Charity Calendar to sell their calendars at any events that we attend, between them being printed some time in September and the end of the year, alongside other items that the kids here have produced themselves, with the added possibility of us linking up with them in the future to produce more artwork that will be sold to help needy children such as ours. We have been producing our own cards since last summer when The Regents School visited us and the kids have since branched out to making wall plaques of cartoon characters, amongst other things, that visitors seem to like. The children here now know what’s required and the challenge I’ve set them is to get at least two paintings selected this time next year for the 2011 Charity Calendar!
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Glenn, Ros and the kids before leaving for Chiang Mai and the Fancy Dress Pub Crawl.

Following on from the Fancy Dress Charity pub crawl which started at Tuskers in Chiang Mai and which raised 4,325 baht for the Foundation, I am in the early stages of organizing a similar fund-raising event with Pedr from The Olde Bell in Chiang Mai on Sunday, 9 August. This is the day of the English FA Community Shield and we are planning a fancy dress charity bed push around the moat in Chiang Mai in the afternoon/early evening with a charity night at The Olde Bell later in the evening after Pedr kindly offered to do something for us and the offer was too good to turn down. If you would like to support us at this event or even join us in raising some money for the Foundation while having a few drinks and a good laugh (in fancy dress!) before returning to The Olde Bell for the big match itself, please let either Pedr or myself know. I’ll put all the details on our web site once they’re confirmed. It would be nice to make both of these annual events on the Chiang Mai calendar.
This year’s main fund-raising event is still the solo 900 km sponsored walk in September, when I’ll be leaving the Foundation here in Lamphun on Wednesday, 9 September and, hopefully, arriving at The Regents School in Banglamung on Thursday, 8 October. This is part of the 2 Million Baht Challenge I set myself last year to enable us to buy land and our own transport so that a permanent children’s home can be established here in Lamphun. With the truck already in the bag from last year’s efforts and the land we’re looking at now down to 550,000 baht, I hope that I’ll crack it this year and I won’t have to anything so time-consuming and physically arduous again, as I’m not getting any younger! The current poster for the 2009 sponsored walk can be viewed on the front page of our web site.
Prior to that, there are two other sponsored walks being organized, the proceeds of which will go towards the Challenge total and some of us here at the Foundation will be taking part in them. Well I will, anyway! Driessen Aircraft Interior Systems Co., Ltd., based in Lamphun, are hosting a 50km event starting on Friday, 31 July and ending the
following day at Khuntan Services. I’ll be doing that with them and I’m roping in as
many other Lamphun and Chiang Mai expats as I can. Many thanks to Alex Schaap for his assistance in putting this particular event together and for agreeing to join in himself. It’s nice to see someone else leading from the front, for a change! Prem International School in Mae Rim, Chiang Mai is organizing another sponsored walk on the school’s grounds on Saturday, 5 September, which I and all the kids here at the Foundation will also be taking part in. There will be a charity night at Tuskers in Chiang Mai later that evening from 7pm. Tickets for this event are 250 baht, half of which will be donated to the Foundation and the other half will entitle the bearer to a BBQ dinner and entry into a Grand Draw. There’ll also be drinks at Happy Hour prices on offer between 7-9pm. 
After my own sponsored walk is over and done with the day before, staff and students of The Regents School will take part in a 15 km sponsored walk on Friday, 9 October and the students and staff of St. Andrews International School will participate in a fun run/sponsored walk event at their school that has now been confirmed for Tuesday, 13 October. We intend to get all of the children from here at the Foundation down to Banglamung in time to take part in both events along with Ros and myself. Bert Elson, from Tropical Bert’s in Pattaya, has very kindly offered to host a charity night on Friday, 9 October and further details will be published on the web site once they have been confirmed. All the money that is raised at these events, and at any others that we can get organized between now and the end of the year, will go towards the Challenge fund. Hopefully, some time in the New Year, the Foundation will at least have its own piece of land to build on. All offers of help to make our dream come true will be genuinely appreciated.
I wrote in the last newsletter of my plans to ordain as a monk here in Lamphun for 3 months some time later this year and I said that I felt that doing something like that should be done at the right time and for the right reasons. At this stage, I’m not sure whether the time would be right at the end of October, which was when I planned on doing it, along with some of the boys here who were going to ordain temporarily for a week at the end of the school holiday in October. They still can, as they will have further opportunities to ordain again if they so wish when they’re older, but I may not. I have yet to make a decision either way but, being totally committed to doing the 2009 sponsored walk for the Foundation, and knowing the amount of work that will need to be done when I get back after 5 weeks or so away from here, a shorter period some time in the New Year is something I’m considering. Many thanks to all of those who have expressed their support in me ordaining; I’ll keep you posted.
Let me finally mention our web site www.crostonhousechildrenshomethailand.org. I hope that you will take the time to visit the site regularly as we work to keep all our friends informed as to our progress here at Croston House Children’s Home. Thanks, as ever, to Grant in Chiang Mai for helping me to maintain it. Please feel free to contact me with any comments you’d like to make regarding it on (66) 086-3857118 or at g_croston@yahoo.com or you can contact Ros on 089-7573255 or at ros_croston@yahoo.co.uk (Thai). Please keep in touch and feel free to pass this newsletter on to anyone you feel may be interested in reading it. Regards,
Glenn Croston
Founder & Director
Croston House Children’s Home (Thailand)
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